
On Friday, August 31, 2018, Victor Rey, 

member of the Santiago Spiritual Forum for 

Peace who is resident in Ecuador, participated 

in the training workshop on Human Rights on 

Freedom and Religious Equality organized by 

the National Council for Religious Freedom and 

Equality (CONALIR). Victor tells us that the 

participation of different religious expressions 

living in that country was very varied. For 

Victor, the mission of every believing and 

Christian citizen today more than ever is to 

fight for the validity of Human Rights, which 

are respected and practiced in all spaces. This 

is part of the work he develops day by day 

with his interreligious group with whom he will 

soon form a new CC in Quito-Ecuador.

Our CC to celebrate the International Day of 

Peace seeks to create a network of activities 

whose focus is to create spaces for peace. 

We seek to unite several groups that carry 

out different activities: meditations, prayers, 

dances for peace.

All these activities have to be oriented 

towards the common good, peace and unity.

All participating organizations voluntarily 

commit themselves to expand hope and the 

conviction that peace is possible..

The CC URI Lima met to discuss a common 

work agenda with two national networks of

Women living with HIV and Young people 

living with HIV. We reflect on the issue, the

social context and develop mutual 

commitments to strengthen our actions against 

the “Violence, HIV and Culture of Peace”. With 

them and you &quot;may Peace prevail over 

the earth”.

In Latin America and the Caribbean, URI is made up of 52 Cooperation Circles in

Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico,

Paraguay, Panama, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela. The work includes the cultural, 

social.

September 21 is the International Day of Peace. This year the Latin American CC of Musicians in Mexico will celebrate with 

a concert by our member Gerardo Ochoa, who was the winner of the first edition of the International Festival of Songwriters 

for Peace, Facundo Cabral Award, held in Argentina in 2016 and gave as tangible result of the conformation of the CC Latin 

American Musicians, with representatives in different countries of the region: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Mexico. Music is a 

vehicle to educate in the culture of peace and the importance of human rights in all regions.
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Last Sunday, September 2, 2018, in the city 

of Buenos Aires an intercultural and

interreligious activity was carried out in which 

our brothers Rosalía Gutierrez, representative 

of the CC Indigenous Peoples of Argentina 

and Francisco Morales, first contact of the CC 

Cosmic Community participated.

This activity is a space for permanent 

interreligious dialogue in which besides 

the presence of the indigenous worldviews 

representatives of other spiritual traditions 

participates, such as: Catholicism, Judaism, 

Protestantism, Buddhism among other 

religious manifestations that share spaces of 

prayer for peace in Argentina and the world.

September 21 is the International Day of 

Peace. This year the Latin American CC of 

Musicians in Mexico will celebrate with a concert 

by our member Gerardo Ochoa, who was the 

winner of the first edition of the International 

Festival of Songwriters for Peace, Facundo 

Cabral Award, held in Argentina in 2016 and 

gave as tangible result of the conformation 

of the CC Latin American Musicians, with 

representatives in different countries of the 

region: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Mexico. 

Music is a vehicle to educate in the culture of 

peace and the importance of human rights in 

all regions.

To celebrate the International Day of Peace, 

in the CC for Dialogue we have organized a 

pool of activities: talks, yoga of laughter, 

prayers for Venezuela, meditation, biodance 

and peace dances.

The impact of this activity is very high in 

this element of humanitarian crisis that exists 

in Venezuela. Unfortunately, the streets of 

Caracas suffer a lot of violence, so generating 

a space to think, feel and act for peace helps 

the people of this locality.

The CC Aflaiai held an interreligious meeting 

to reflect on the meaning of peace. Food, 

sweets and drinks were shared.

The meeting involved young Mapuche 

people who were pleasantly affected by 

the importance of meetings like these that 

allow them to share their expressions about 

individual and collective peace.

CC Coemati held an origami workshop with 

children from the community of Jujuy. They 

made pigeons as symbols of peace and other 

animals. They were taught the importance of 

creating commitments with individual peace, 

in the family, with the classmates and with the 

whole community.

Lecture delivered by former Global Councilor 

Ciro Gabriel Avruj on the importance of peace 

in the life of every human being. “We all have 

the right to peace, it is an attitude towards 

life that is cultivated from our mind to our 

daily actions. the other as we would like to be 

treated, we are One”; #PeaceDay

In the midst of all the conflicts in the 

world, the conquest of peace has become an 

urgent concern. Many attempts to solve the 

problem have been made, but there is still 

chaos, inequality and violence. An alternative 

option is being promoted by the Middle Way 

Meditation Institute (MMI), a Thai and Filipino 

organization that focuses on inner peace 

education. MMI believes that if each person 

has inner peace, it is possible to achieve world 

peace.

Working under the premise of World Peace 

through Inner Peace, MMI has taken a number 

of initiatives, such as holding meditation 

retreats and peace education programs in 

the family, school and community, as well as 

peace events such as “The Light of Peace”, two 

of which are recorded in the Guinness Book of 

World Records to create awareness of the need 

for inner peace. World Inner Peace Celebration 

2018 is the second international event of the 

genre to be held simultaneously in 6 localities 

The MIR CC - Interreligious Movement of Rio 

de Janeiro was supporter of the Spring Party, 

held by the Nowa Cumig Center of Native 

Traditions on Sunday, September 22, from 

11am to 2pm.

Each season of the year brings with it its 

own characteristics. Spring, summer, fall, and 

winter reflect our life on earth. And our inner 

life, in turn, is extremely influenced by the 

different seasons.

Dancing synchronically with the perfection 

of nature leads us to know each other better. 

We learn a lot from the cycles of our Mother 

Earth. Spring brings with it the cycle of birth, 

childhood, sunrise, the element of water and 

love, represented by the eagle. With spring 

we sow and plant what we want to see born 

in our lives. It is time to honor the way and to 

make choices more clearly.

The event was attended by approximately 

50 people.

Encounter of Poetry, on the occasion of the 

International Day of Peace, held at the New 

Life Foundation and organized by members of 

the Community of Reflection and Ecological

Spirituality (CREE) and the CC Spiritual 

Forum of Santiago for Peace.

Meeting around poetry to contemplate the 

importance of peace has a significant impact 

on the minds and hearts of the participants. Art 

connects with love, unity and that calmness in 

the mind, in the body and in the spirit that is 

summarized in peace.

On September 21, 2018, the Caminhos da 

Terra (Paths of the Earth) Cooperation Circle, 

of the United Religions Initiative – URI, held 

the “Every day is a day of Peace” in celebration 

of the International Day of Peace at the 

Centro de Umbanda Mensageiros da Estrela 

Guia (Center of Umbanda Messengers of the 

Guide Star). The event held a circle of lectures 

followed by a dialogue between Umbanda, 

Catholicism, Sacred Feminine, Shamanism 

and the culture of peace, through which the 

public received and shared clear information 

about each religion or philosophy and realize 

that the path of peace begins within us and 

that love is the support brick of the world. The 

way of the heart teaches us to listen to our 

truth and to create peace.

The proposal of Paths of Earth CC is to create 

bridges between Shamanism as a cosmovision 

of the original peoples and the religions 

created in the course of human history. And 

through the sound of the drum, to give the 

audience the opportunity to recognize within 

themselves their way. By creating this link, we 

recognize ourselves as co-creators of diverse 

realities and learn to greet, honor, and thank 

each and every moment of our existence.

With an audience of approximately 20 

people, our goal in this event was to show that 

spirituality is present everywhere, from the 

most simple to the most exquisite and that 

peace spreads when it is recognized and deeply 

felt. In times of turmoil, dialogue between 

religions opens the door to the understanding 

that Love rules life and that each one has its 

way to love.

In this perspective, we worked in this 

encounter the energy of the sacred feminine 

in harmony with the sacred masculine. We 

aim to hold this meeting every 3 months, in 

different places, fulfilling URI’s objective of 

uniting religions in peace, love and wisdom.

We believe that the impact of this work on 

the community is of great relevance and depth 

and we set ourselves to anchor the energy 

“Every day is a day of Peace” through these 

meetings where we also anchor the energy 

of the mantra: “Enough of Pain. Now it’s just 

Love!”

Coordination: Isabel Cristina Medeiros, 

Cláudia Ferreira and Ieda Marçal

The UNISOES - Union of Spiritualist, 

Philosophical, Scientific and Religious Societies, 

the URI - United Religions Initiative, the House 

of United Religions, the Roerich Institute of 

Peace and Culture of Brazil and the Unikósmica 

- Free University of Cosmic Education, held on 

September 21, 2018, at 7:30 p.m., in Salvador, 

Bahia, Brazil, a beautiful event celebrating the 

International Day of Peace, a date established 

by the United Nations - UN. This year, the date 

brought inspiration for a conversation about 

our ancestry and the connection between 

Culture and Peace.

A lecture was held with the theme “The 

Orixás Wheel and Amerindian Ancestry”, 

taught by the pedagogue Aline Manuela, from 

the Juriti Umbanda Center. This theme was 

chosen because on this very special date we 

decided to honor our Amerindian ancestry, so 

wise and still so persecuted in the XXI century.

In the Amerindian cosmovision, the human 

being is a cosmic being intermediated by 

the Orun (Heaven) and Aiye (Earth). As the 

son of Gaia, the inhabitant of Planet Earth, 

he is immersed in the flow and inflows of the 

Universal Laws here translated as “Umbanda”: 

Aumbrahma, path, divine laws in motion.

We are beings led by the essence of the 

Divine Wisdom expressed by different peoples 

through their cultures that translate their local 

needs and according to their levels of reality. 

In Afro-Brazilian Wisdom, we are governed by 

our Ori-head, Divine Light, Orixá, The Light 

of the Lord God, Exu - the movement and 

Ancestrality, constituting the driving wheel 

of human dynamics, showing the connection 

between the art, the philosophy and the 

system of healing of the Afro and Amerindian 

Brazilians.

In addition, a tour of through the history, 

culture, spirituality and philosophy of life of 

Afro-Brazilian people was made. This message 

of peace was shared among an audience 

of approximately 30 people, members of 

participating institutions and invited guests.

The 11th Walk in Defense of Religious 

Freedom took place in Rio de Janeiro on 

Sunday, September 16, in Copacabana, held 

by the Center for Articulation of Marginalized 

Populations (CEAP) and the Committee to 

Combat Religious Intolerance (CCIR).

 

For 10 years CEAP and CCIR have been 

drawing civil society’s attention to the danger of 

a religious dictatorship in a country like Brazil, 

which is diverse, full of beliefs and cultures, 

and secular. The commission, which is the 

only one in the world to gather various types 

of creeds in a demonstration, is preparing to 

receive thousands of people, in the beachfront 

of Copacabana, in a peaceful demonstration in 

favor of Religious Freedom.

Regardless of beliefs, all are equal. 

Representatives of Candomblé, Umbanda, 

Evangelicals, Catholics, Buddhists, Muslims, 

Jews, Wiccans, Hare Krishnas, Gypsies, 

Mormons, Evangelical Foundations, Native 

Traditions, among others were present.

Program:

11am – 2pm - Concentration with cultural 

manifestations; 2pm – 5pm - Walk in Defense 

of Religious Freedom.

#ReligiousFreedomNow

We live a very delicate moment, in which the 

people of the planet in general, and particularly 

in Brazil and especially in Rio de Janeiro, need 

to relearn to respect each other.

In the name of HUMANITIES, we need to 

develop TOLERANCES. In the name of survival, 

we must respect PLURALITIES.

In the name of the future, we need to cultivate 

LOVE. We walked together for a better world.

Audience: approximately 5,000 people

ht tps: / /www. facebook .com/med ia/

set/?set=oa.544386742677367&type=3

https://globoplay.globo.com/v/7022551/

https://www.facebook.com/ogajacana.

goncalves.9/videos/2334338979926483/

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

even t s / 446489322526335 / ? a c t i v e_

tab=discussion

Today, in La Carolina Park in Quito, the 

March for Peace was held. As CREE, being 

part of URI, we join this effort where we call 

ten schools and march and sing about peace. 

The students gave their testimonies and we 

ended up singing the Hymn to Joy. And we 

also prayed in the La Paz Bell, which is in that 

park.

The walk had a very positive impact on the 

schools invited to join. Children and young 

people were very excited and committed to 

working with small actions for peace.

Interreligious ceremony for the International 

Day of Peace and the Day of renewal of Life 

in Spring. May Peace prevail on Mother Earth. 

Jalla lla Our ancestors, who did not transmit 

wisdom of Peace also present in this activity in 

the city of Buenos Aires.

Actions in favor of peace are always a positive 

impact on communities. Showing interreligious 

diversity and coexistence is fundamental to 

achieve tolerance and unity in diversity.
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in 5 continents of the United States (North 

America), Brazil (South America), Portugal 

(Europe), Mozambique (Africa), Philippines 

(Asia) to Australia (Oceania). After four 

consecutive years of great success for Light 

of Peace in the Philippines, we are excited to 

expand this universal model of “World Peace 

through Inner Peace” around the world.

In the celebration of the International Day 

of Peace, they build world peace through 

inner peace. Throughout the event there were 

lectures and activities conducted by health and 

wellness professionals; artistic performances 

and musical performances. Spiritual leaders of 

diverse faiths, united by the ideal of fraternal 

coexistence, brought their messages. The 

meeting culminated in a simultaneous guided 

meditation in the six venues of the 2018 World 

Inner Peace Celebration to tune the earth in 

this energy of peace. The Concert for Peace 

closed the event.

 

In Rio de Janeiro, the event took place in 

the City of Arts - Barra da Tijuca, receiving 

approximately 500 participants. More than 

50,000 people watched the live broadcast 

online.

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /

watch?v=oxagAX7R9Ec

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k .

c o m / a l i c e . g r e s s / m e d i a _

set?set=a.2076777079014354&type=3

Meeting “Every day is a day of Peace”

As part of the activities of the International 

Day of Peace in Brasilia, the URI Global 

Council Trustee Salette Aquino and the deputy 

coordinator of URI Brasília CC, Iza Vicino, 

visited a vegetable garden idealized by a 

religious tradition member of URI Brasilia CC.

For the Afro-Brazilian religions the herbs are 

extremely relevant, followed by agriculture. 

The use of plants, roots and seeds in their 

rites led the Initiate Order of the Divine Cruise 

of the Federal District (OICD-DF) to create a 

small planting area on the outskirts of Brasilia.

The United Religions Initiative – URI, the 

Shin Buddhist Temple of Brasilia and the 

National Council of Christian Churches of Brazil 

– CONIC, hosted on Tuesday September 25th 

at 7:30 pm, a lecture and a round of talks with 

the theme “Democracy in debate: traditions 

of faith - diversity - fundamentalisms”, to be 

presented by Rogério Diniz Junqueira.

The activity sought to provoke a discussion 

and reflection on the relationship between faith 

and democracy and the impacts of religious 

fundamentalisms in society.

In recent years, on all continents, there 

has been the emergence of a fundamentalist 

religious activism which, through the promotion 

of panic around “gender”, “gender ideology” 

or related expressions, is the main way to 

organize a “moral crusade” aimed at preventing 

the advancement in the field of human rights 

of women and LGBTI people and at the same 

time reaffirming and imposing traditional moral 

values and dogmatic and intransigent Christian 

doctrinal points in contemporary societies. In 

the course of these offensives, “gender” and 

“gender ideology” become slogans, which are 

brandished in alarmist tones, urging society to 

confront an imaginary enemy who, according 

to this narrative, would endanger the “natural 

family” and society.

The aim of the lecture was to reflect on the 

Democracy in debate: traditions of faith - 
diversity - fundamentalisms

International Day of Peace: solidarity on the 
table

historical process in which this reactionary 

political rhetoric emerged, to show the 

main actors and institutions involved, the 

characteristics and strategies of movements 

that seek to establish a regressive, 

antidemocratic political agenda, contrary to 

human rights and the laic state. Examining 

anti-gender discourse, its strategies, its effects, 

limits and contradictions are important steps 

for understanding and tackling this offensive.

We cannot conceive of the quest for 

peacebuilding without attention to the various 

threats and challenges to it, with a clear 

awareness that this goal must always be in 

our horizons. 

The event was attended by approximately 

20 people.

In 2015 Leila Lima, Mestra Auaracyara, the 

initiate responsible for the OICD-DF, through 

the NGO Instituto Brasil Solidariedade (Brazil 

Solidarity Institute), created the project: Horta 

Solidária (Solidarity Garden), which grows 

greenery and vegetables for donations in day 

care centers and rest homes in the Federal 

District, benefiting dozens of elderly people 

and 150 children.

The idea came after the realization that day 

care centers and asylums usually receive non-

perishable products as donations, having little 

access to vegetables and greenery. And when 

it comes to products without pesticides, there 

is almost no access.

This non-profit project which started three 

years ago is maintained with donations and 

volunteer work. However, the severe water 

crisis that affects the Federal District caused 

production to fall significantly, jeopardizing 

the continuity of the project.

In the struggle for the continuity of the 

initiative, essential for the needy elderly and 

children, the Instituto Brasil Solidariedade 

launched the campaign SOLIDARITY GARDEN 

PROJECT: DO NOT LET THIS SOURCE DRY, 

with the objective of raising donations for the 

construction of an infrastructure composed of 

artesian well, pumps and reservoir.

To keep the Solidarity Garden Project irrigated 

and producing, we count on the support of all. 

Contribute, participate, disseminate.

Contribution can be made through deposit 

or transfer on behalf of the Instituto Brasil 

Solidariedade - CNPJ 25.051.684/001-

81 Bank: SICOOB Agency: 4001 Checking 

Account: 112.196-0 or through an online 

kitty: https://www.vakinha.com.br/vaquinha/

projeto-horta-solidaria-nao-deixe-esta-fonte-

secar


