
Paradura del Niño in the Week of Interreli-

gious Harmony

Quinaroes CC, Lagunillas-state Mérida

On February 5, members of the Circle of 

Cooperation for Dialogue met to hold an 

Interreligious Prayer for peace and harmony 

in Venezuela, as part of the celebration of the 

Week of Interreligious Harmony.

People of different religions and spiritual 

traditions met in Caracas, among which were 

practitioners of the Bahá’í Faith, Brahma 

Kumaris, Catholics, Buddhists, DEEKSHA 

Giver, Hinduists, Yoga and different Healers 

from different Reiki schools to share exchange 

prayers and spiritual practices. Very appropriate 

moment because our country, Venezuela needs 

a lot of peace, healing and light.

This meeting consolidated the proposal to 

join efforts with the Yoga Foundation in Seeds 

�QRQ�SUR¿W� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� WKDW� SUHSDUHV� IRRG�

and distribute it to the needy) to serve children 

and young people in the street, who currently 

sadly wander looking food in the dumpsters. 

The members of the CC for the Dialogue of 

Caracas believe that one way to provide 

solutions to the serious humanitarian crisis 

suffered by much of the population of Venezuela 

besides praying with faith, is to perform social 

action works such as providing food, medicine 

and clothing to those who need it most After 

sharing prayers, healings, meditations and 

songs of mantras, it culminated with a snack 

and the writing of intentions for the country 

and the planet.

In Latin America and the Caribbean, URI is made up of 50 Cooperation 
Circles in Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Mexico, Paraguay, Panama, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela.
The work includes the cultural, social and religious diversity and the 
great teachings of the indigenous worldviews.

The World Week of Interconfessional Harmony among all religions, confessions and beliefs is an annual event held every 
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important dimensions of the culture of peace.

Each year URI Latin America & the Caribbean joins the celebration of the Interreligious Week through activities organized 

by our Circles of Cooperation in each of its locations, to honor this diversity and their particular efforts we share this special 

edition of our Connections newsletter.

World Week of Interreligious 
+DUPRQ\��)HEUXDU\������

&RQQHFWLRQV�1HZVOHWWHU��VSHFLDO�HGLWLRQ

2Q�6DWXUGD\��)HEUXDU\����DW�WKH�LQLWLDWLYH�RI�

Pastor Victor Rey, member of the Spiritual CC 

Forum of Santiago for Peace and who is currently 

in the process of creating the URI Circle in 

Quito-Ecuador, he led an Interreligious Meeting 

IRU�+DUPRQ\��LQ�ZKLFK����SHRSOH�SDUWLFLSDWHG�

LQ�WKH�1HZ�/LIH�&DPS�LQ�/D�0HUFHG��4XLWR��7KH�

people who participated in that meeting came 

from different strands of Christianity, the Bahá’í 

Faith, the Muslim and the Quichua people. In 

the meeting, the central theme was about the 

life in harmony of the different confessions 

and spiritual traditions, songs, meals, games 

and laughter were shared. The experience was 

very rich and expectations were generated to 

JHW� EDFN� WRJHWKHU� UHJXODUO\� DQG� WKH� 1XHYD�

Vida Foundation, which is very central in the 

city of Quito, was chosen as a place for future 

meetings.

In these Andean lands, they usually 

FHOHEUDWH�XQWLO�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN�RI�)HEUXDU\�ZKDW�

we call the stop of the baby Jesus. It is a style 

to invite friends, neighbors, children, adults 

and everyone known to share a moment of 

music, prayer and petitions, the image of the 

baby Jesus is taken, although the children 

also wear and simulate the whole family of 

-HVXV�� 1D]DUHWK� +HUH� WKH� LQWHUDFWLRQ� ZLWK�

indigenous and Catholic people is mixed. 

From the sharing of food we have learned that 

we are happier to give than to receive, we 

are also accompanied by people who are not 

attracted, according to them by some of the 

religions but kindness speaks with the actions 

they have for the rest of humanity. Well this is 

how this week of Interreligious Harmony is so 

important because one of the important cycles 

is closed as is the birth of the Child God, that 

being that at one moment wanted to unite us 

with his actions and from the Love, seeing the 

JRRGQHVV�RI�SHRSOH��:KDW�OHDYHV�XV�WR�UHÀHFW�

that we should follow his example, see through 

the eyes of Love, share and continue working, 

HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�PRPHQWV�DUH�GLI¿FXOW�ZH�RQO\�

have peace and harmony if we continue to sow 

WKH�JRRG��GRLQJ�WKH�MRE�RI�EHLQJ�EHWWHU�¿UVW�ZH�

to share the well-being with our fellowmen. 

That through communication and sharing we 

achieve more than we could think.

people from the passing public joined. The 

ceremony began by remembering the present 

Indigenous people, the Week of Interreligious 

Harmony, pointing out the resolution.65 / 

5 and the Community was encouraged to 

express themselves freely with their religious 

prayers. This was a very important moment, 

a challenge to fundamentalism, both religious 

and non-religious.

For our Circles of Cooperation: Indigenous 

Peoples of Argentina and the Cosmic 

Community, it was a very interesting and 

risky experience, since the issue of religions 

LV�VWLOO�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�LQ�,QGLJHQRXV�

Peoples. There are still open wounds and pains 

of religious imposition.

We think that the URI is a great door for 

the Dialogue between the religions, this is the 

space for the healing of the wounds and the “I learned not to try to convince anyone. The 

job of convincing is a lack of respect, it is an 

attempt to colonize the other”. José Saramago

7KDQNV�WR�/DZ�1R����������-DQXDU\����LV�WKH�

1DWLRQDO�'D\�WR�&RPEDW�5HOLJLRXV�,QWROHUDQFH�

in Brazil and for this reason we start our 

celebration of the World Interfaith Harmony 

Week on this day. The date was chosen because 

it was the death day of Ialorixá Mother Gilda, 

of the Terreiro (African Brazilian Religious 

Temple) Axé Abassá de Ogum (Bahia), who 

suffered a heart attack after being attacked 

in newspapers of the Universal Church of the 

Kingdom of God, accused of charlatanism, 

witchcraft and black magic, in a clear act of 

religious intolerance, motivated only by the 

fact that Ialorixá was practicing a religion of 

African origin. A homage was made to Mother 

Gilda, where our gratitude and respect was 

shown.

The patron saint of the city of Rio de Janeiro, 

St. Sebastian, died anguished for preserving 

his faith.

.2,121,$���(FXPHQLFDO�3UHVHQFH�LQ�6HUYLFH�

FHOHEUDWH� WKLV� GDWH� VLQFH� ������ 7KLV� \HDU� R�

�����LW�KLJKOLJKWHG�WKH�([KLELWLRQ�³,QWROHUDQFH�

KDV� )DFH�� 1DPH�� &RORU� DQG� $GGUHVV �́� ,W�

aimed to show that Religious Intolerance has 

IDFH�� QDPH�� FRORU� DQG� DGGUHVV�� 7KH� ��� VHOI�

explanatory banners also with phrases of Dalai 

2Q� 0RQGD\�� )HEUXDU\� ���� ������ DV� DQ�

event to celebrate the Interreligious Harmony 

:HHN��DSSUR[LPDWHO\����SHRSOH�JDWKHUHG� IRU�

a Ceremony of Gratitude for the good fortune 

that Mother Earth has given us. The ceremony 

began at 6:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. A sacred 

¿UH�ZDV�SHUIRUPHG��SHUPLVVLRQ�ZDV�UHTXHVWHG�

from the four directions, offerings were given 

to the grandfather Fuego, dances and lunch 

were shared with brothers who attended 

from the Guatemalan capital to Sololá, 

department where our Circle of Cooperation 

The Descendants of Guatemaya is located.

Religious conversions in Indigenous Peoples 

have been accompanied by changes in the 

life and identity of indigenous communities. 

7KH� FKDQJH� RI� UHOLJLRXV� DI¿OLDWLRQ� EDVLFDOO\�

characterized by the transition from traditionalist 

Catholicism to non-Catholic creeds was the 

Interreligious Encounter for Harmony

Spiritual Forum of Santiago for 

Peace CC in Quito

Interreligious prayer for peace and harmony 

in Venezuela

Circle of Cooperation for Dialogue

Thanksgiving Ceremony

The Descendants of Guatemaya CC

CC Indigenous Peoples of Argentina and CC 

Cosmic Community

World Week of Interconfessional Harmony 

-Resol.65 / 5

Walking together: The Importance of 

Interfaith Dialogue as a Path to 

Understanding URI Goias CC

VI XIRE Praising the Queen of the Sea 

Yemonjá

Interfaith Movement of Rio de Janeiro URI 

CC (MIR)

Religious Freedom Promotion Plan

Interfaith Movement of Rio de Janeiro URI 

CC (MIR)

2Q� 6DWXUGD\�� )HEUXDU\� ��� IURP� QRRQ� WR�

7 pm in the afternoon, we met different 

representatives of Indigenous organizations, 

leaders and leaders of the Kolla, Diaguita, 

Aymaras, Guaranies and neighbors of the 

Intihuasy Library, people of religion Christian 

It was a beautiful and harmonious walk in 

one of the most beautiful and well-known 

parks of Goiania. The goal was to bring 

together people from the most diverse faiths; 

spiritual, religious and non-religious traditions 

for friendly conversation and sharing of 

spiritual practices. At the end a sharing wheel 

of the sacred was made in which each one was 

able to speak, manifest his faith and share 

his experience.  Dances and songs of various 

religions were sung. Besides the people who 

went there for the walk, other people joined 

it on the way. It was beautiful.

The impact of this activity was to bring 

together people from different denominations 

and to conclude that each one seeks peace, 

contentment, and solidarity with the suffering 

of human non-human beings. The participation 

of children brings us the hope of an egalitarian 

and unprejudiced world.

2Q�)HEUXDU\����ZH�KHOG�D�SROLWLFDO�FXOWXUDO�

event for the celebration of the Yemonja 

deity, the touches of the Ketu, Jeje, Angola 

DQG�8PEDQGD�1DWLRQV��YDOXLQJ�$IUR�%UD]LOLDQ�

culture, through its popular expressions, 

customs, and traditions of a People. It 

KDSSHQHG�LQ�3LHU����%DUUD�GD�7LMXFD��$PRUHV�

Beach in Rio de Janeiro in the Monument to 

Iemonja Queen of the sea.

This was an action that also contributed 

WR� WKH� ¿JKW� DJDLQVW� UHOLJLRXV� LQWROHUDQFH�

DQG� WKH� ¿JKW� IRU� UHVSHFW�� 7KH� GHSUHGDWLRQ�

RI� WKH� LPDJH�RI� ,HPRQMD� LQ� ������ SRLQWV� WR�

the urgency of actions, which in partnership 

with public agencies and organized society, 

establish effective policies to combat religious 

intolerance and racism.

Everyone in Fight for Respect! For the 

1DWLRQDOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�'D\�RI�,HPRQMD�

Following an ancient tradition of the 

Anishnabe nation, one of the original peoples 

RI� 1RUWK� $PHULFD�� PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� 1RZD�

Cumig Center and its spiritual counselor, 

Athamis Barbara, left on their way from the 

KHDGTXDUWHUV�RI�WKH�&HQWHU�LQ�&RVPH�9HOKR�WR�

Pier da Barra, clean waters of river, waterfall, 

UDLQ�� VSULQJ�� $IWHU� WKH� QLJKW� RI� )HEUXDU\� ���

spent in vigil and prayer, these waters were 

offered to the sea in ritual.

The survival of peoples originating in the 

Americas depends on the continuity of their 

cultures, which are inseparable from the 

preservation of the environment. The earth 

and the waters are the food for the body and 

also the spiritual connection with all that is 

sacred.

Brazil is coveted by the great supply of 

water and minerals that exist under the earth, 

First activity: Interreligious Encounter in 

Homage to the indigenous leader Pedro 

Moreira. We celebrate the interreligious 

and intercultural diversity of the Indigenous 

Peoples in the World Week of Interconfes-

sional Harmony (Resolution 65/5 UN)

National Day to Combat Religious Intoler-

ance

Interfaith Movement of Rio de Janeiro URI 

CC (MIR)

main element of intra-community tension since 

decades ago.

The transformation of community life 

inherently included struggles and confrontations 

EHWZHHQ�WKH�GH¿QLWLYH�VHSDUDWLRQ�RI�LQGLJHQRXV�

Protestants and Catholic natives.

The empowerment of the religions in the 

indigenous communities allowed to deepen the 

criticism to other aspects such as witchcraft, 

shamanism, healing rituals, etc., whose 

traditional response, use of violence again.

7KHQ�� WKH� FRQÀLFW� EHWZHHQ� UHOLJLRQV� DQG�

the Worldview of Indigenous Peoples, in most 

cases, extends to the social, cultural and power 

in indigenous communities.

Interreligious dialogue was one of the 

preambles to the resolution and peaceful 

WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�FXOWXUDO�FRQÀLFWV�

with the purpose of rebuilding harmonious 

relationships, of coexistence, of acceptance of 

other religious.

(Catholics and Evangelists). This meeting 

FRXQWHG� ZLWK� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ��� LQGLJHQRXV�

and non-indigenous people of religions 

(catholics and Evangelical Baptists) and 

indigenous traditions (Diaguita, Kolla, Aymara 

and Guarani). The meeting was held at the 

Intihuasy Library of San Miguel, province of 

%XHQRV�$LUHV�����NP�IURP�WKH�&LW\�RI�%XHQRV�

Aires). We chose this place as a tribute to 

the recently tragically deceased indigenous 

OHDGHU� 3HGUR� 0RUHLUD�� 3HGUR� RI� ��� \HDUV��

leader Kolla, recognized by indigenous and 

non-indigenous, founder of the Intihuasy 

Library, declared “Illustrious Citizen” of 

the municipality of San Miguel, worked 

promoting dialogue between Indigenous and 

QRQ�LQGLJHQRXV�� FROODERUDWHG� ZLWK� (1'(3$��

Christian Institution that helps to the 

Indigenous Peoples in Argentina.

We began the meeting with a healing of 

the place (clean with incense-Indigenous 

tradition), then the elders began the meeting 

ZLWK�UHÀHFWLRQV�DQG�H[SUHVVLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�

WKHLU�RZQ�EHOLHIV�DQG�UHOLJLRQV��7KH�UHÀHFWLRQ�

ZDV� FORVHG� E\� D� ���\HDU�ROG� ZRPDQ� �D�

Catholic nun) who, at the same time, blessed 

the table, thanking for having been invited to 

participate, said among other things that her 

dreams are for Peace for Indigenous Peoples, 

words that moved everyone.

Second Activity: Indigenous Sea 

Ceremony

2Q�6XQGD\��)HEUXDU\�����RQ�WKH�&RDVW�RI�

the Province of Buenos Aires, as part of the 

celebration of the anatas (recorder or recorder 

is a wooden wind instrument) and following 

with the Week of Interreligious Harmony 

was made an indigenous ceremony to the 

6HD�� ZLWK� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ��� SHRSOH�� ZKHUH�

Lama and Gandhi shows the importance of 

continuing the process of raising awareness 

in human people and that we all have the 

right to practice our faith.

We had the participation of many 

religious leaders and institutions: 

Bhaktivedanta, Baha’i, Buddhist, Catholic, 

Gypsies, Spiritualists, Daimists, Spiritists, 

Evangelicals, Great White Brotherhood, Hare 

.ULVKQDV��,QGLJHQRXV��-HZV��0XVOLPV��1DWLYH�

$PHULFDQV�� 1DWLYH� 7UDGLWLRQV�� 8PEDQGLVWV��

Wiccans. Institutions: B’nai B’brith, FIERJ, 

.2,121,$��0,85$��08'$��2&$��85,�

Artists that donated their show: Ogan 

*HQiULR� H� =RDWDEDTXH�� 5HVSHLWHP� 0HX�

Canto, Ás de Ouro, Cocada Carioca, Vacite 

and Encanto Cigano.

After the reopening OF the Outeiro da 

Glória Municipal Monumental Park, it have 

the status of Sacred Site, where all religious 

traditions can perform ceremonies, artistic 

and cultural activities.

In the opening ceremony we had around 

500 people and a lot of publicity about the 

event. Everything was possible to accomplish 

GHVSLWH� WKH� VFDUFH� ¿QDQFLDO� UHVRXUFHV� DQG�

infrastructure. But we occupied the Park and 

spent the days on its gardens, we talked, we 

sang, we exchanged experiences.

We are convinced that it is not enough to 

¿JKW� LQWROHUDQFH�� ,W� WDNHV� PLOLWDU\� LQ� IDYRU�

of Religious Freedom. Even those who have 

no faith. The state is and must continue to 

be a layperson, and each individual should 

have the right to choose his own path 

of connection with the divine, of earthly 

devotion, of agnosticism or of abstention 

IURP�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�TXHVWLRQ�

The Ceremonies in the Outeiro da Glória 

Monumental Municipal Park were simple, 

harmonious and beautiful. The purpose of 

working through interreligious dialogue was 

to work together among people of different 

traditions, the characteristic of the religious 

matrix in Brazil.

under its forests. The neglect and unbridled 

exploitation of Brazil’s riches are leading to 

suffering. And we should not think that this 

issue does not concern us because we live in 

the city. The waters that bathe our city are also 

sick, contaminated by garbage and sewage.

+XPDQ�EHLQJV��IDXQD�DQG�ÀRUD�DUH�VDFUHG��DV�

are the sources of life. The waters are sacred. 

We are born from the waters.

We invite all those who watch over our 

VXUYLYDO�WR�MRLQ�WKH�1RZD�&XPLJ�&HQWHU�LQ�WKLV�

idea in defense of our waters.

With an interreligious dialogue at the foot 

of the statue of Christ the Redeemer, on the 

Corcovado Hill in Rio de Janeiro, on January 

����������WKH�6WDWH�3ODQ�IRU�WKH�3URPRWLRQ�RI�

Religious Freedom and the State Council for the 

Defense of Promotion of Religious Freedom, the 

¿UVW�RI�LWV�NLQG�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��7KH�HYHQW�DOVR�

PDUNHG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�'D\�WR�&RPEDW�5HOLJLRXV�

,QWROHUDQFH��FHOHEUDWHG�RQ�6XQGD\������

According to the Secretary of State for 

Human Rights and Policies for Women and the 

Elderly (SEDMHI), the plan will establish public 

policies for the promotion of religious freedom 

WKURXJKRXW� WKH� VWDWH�� 6HFUHWDU\� $WWLOD� 1XQHV�

said that the actions will be permanent and 

programmatic, with recommendations for the 

application of the principle of secularism of the 

State and the guarantee of freedom of belief 

and worship in public and private spaces.

Since Brazil is Brazil there is religious 

intolerance, there is socio-ethnic-racial 

prejudice. But at that moment, the authorities 

of the state of Rio de Janeiro take a pioneering 

VWHS��LQ�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�LW�LV�WKH�¿UVW�IHGHUDWLYH�

unit that launches a plan of this proportion, 

which covers such axes as education, health, 

public safety, culture , both in order to raise the 

awareness of the operators of law, the public 

agents, as well as to delimit the areas and the 

scope of the laity of the state, which is a great 

patrimony of our constitution.

Representatives of the Federal Public Ministry 

(MPF) and the Public Ministry of the State of 

Rio de Janeiro (MPE-RJ) also participated 

in the event. According to the MPE Human 

Rights and Minorities Advisor, Eliane Pereira, 

VDLG� WKDW� WKH� 3XEOLF� 3URVHFXWRU¶V�2I¿FH� KDV�

monitored the measures that preceded the 

launch of the plan and the council and plays 

the role of promoting good public policies.

The rector of the Sanctuary of Christ the 

Redeemer, Father Omar, praised the initiative 

and said that the site symbolizes the 

integration and alignment of values for work, 

since the statue, which represents the city, 

and the sun, which was very strong during 

the ceremony, are symbols of all.

“In doubt, in the face of the different, of 

a different thought, we open our arms, like 

Christ the Redeemer, and certainly we will be 

IXO¿OOLQJ� RXU�PLVVLRQ�RI� ORYH��ZKLFK� LV�ZKDW�

should be the basis of all religious practice.”

Also participating in the launching of the 

State Plan for the Promotion of Religious 

Freedom were representatives of the 

evangelical religions, Anglican church, MIR 

inter-religious movement, hare krishna, 

-XGDLVP�DQG�0XVOLP��EHVLGHV� WKH�¿UVW�GDQD�

of the state, Maria Lúcia Horta Jardim.

Many and many have participated in this 

trajectory. We have been going through the 

PDQDJHPHQW�RI����VWDWH�VHFUHWDULHV�RI�ULR�GH�

MDQHLUR�VLQFH�������7KH�SUHVHQW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�

congratulates me for recognizing that the 

FRQTXHVW� RQO\� KDSSHQHG� EHFDXVH� DOO� WKH�

previous administrations participated of this 

construction of the possible form, according 

to its marks of government.

On behalf of all the people who are today 

and those who have passed through GTIREL, 

,� WKDQN� &OiXGLR� 1DVFLPHQWR� ZKR� �LQ� WKH�

¿UVW� PRPHQW�� PDQDJHG� WR� DGG� D� JURXS� RI�

determined people who are in the service of 

the cause.

We honor all the ancestors who enlightened, 

protected and gave encouragement to 

always move forward towards the purpose of 

continuing the process of building the right 

to religious freedom.

We go forward making the dream of many 

and many to come true: Dignity and Respect 

to the right of being of every human person.


