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In the city of Buenos Aires, the CCs Pueblos 

Indígenas de Argentina, Comunidad Cósmica 

and Qewña participated in a reflective 

discussion on the World Interfaith Harmony 

Week on Saturday, February 2, between 1:00 

p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Mother Earth, Pachamama, inspires the world 

to work for HARMONY and UNDERSTANDING, 

among religions. “The Indigenous Peoples of 

the world have learned from Mother Earth to 

live in Peace and Harmony with ourselves, with 

the cosmos, with all living beings (animals, 

stones, rivers...), with the spirits of our 

ancestors who guide us and motivate us every 

day to dialogue with all our brothers in the 

diversity”. (Rosalía Gutierrez)

They invited all religions to understand their 

way of seeing, thinking and living in the world, 

they do not want to impose this form, but only 

allow themselves to be what they have always 

learned from Mother Earth, from rivers, from 

birds.

May the World Interfaith Harmony Week 

help to reflect that Indigenous Peoples have 

different ways of understanding the world, do 

not want to overwhelm or impose their thinking, 

they only want to live as they understand the 

world. Discrimination and intolerance make 

our beings sick. 

In Latin America and the Caribbean, URI is made up of 54 Cooperation 

Circles in Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, 

Haiti, Mexico, Paraguay, Panama, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela.

The work includes the cultural, social and religious diversity and the 

great teachings of indigenous cosmovisions.

The World Interfaith Harmony Week is an annual event among all religions, confessions and beliefs held every year during 

the first week of February since 2011 when it was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in the resolution 65/5 and approved 

on October 20, 2010. The resolution affirms that mutual understanding and interfaith dialogue are important dimensions of 

the culture of peace.

Every year URI Latin America & the Caribbean joins the celebration of the Interfaith Week through activities organized 

by our Cooperation Circles in each of their location, To honor this diversity and their particular efforts we share this special 

edition of our Connections newsletter.
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On thursday, February 7, from 5 to 7pm, 

in Lagunillas, an interfaith discussion was 

held on the importance of harmony and the 

unity of all human beings. The young people 

worked together to understand the concepts 

of tolerance, respect, unity in diversity and 

human rights. This conversation was held 

with the young leaders in training, who, in 

their spare time, are preparing themselves in 

the development of biodegradable soaps, in 

addition to studying a degree in Biology and 

Chemistry at the illustrious University of Los 

Andes in Trujillo. 

On February 7, 2018, a new broadcast of 

the “Hoy, Exactamente Ahora” (Today, Exactly 

Now) radio program was done, broadcasted 

by Rádio Comunidad (www.radiocomunidad.

com) on Interreligious Harmony, led by the 

Buddhist Monk Rev. Marina Tirado, with the 

participation of some of the members of the CC 

para el Diálogo, from Caracas. The main theme 

was to recognize the urgent need for dialogue 

between different religions to improve mutual 

understanding, harmony and cooperation 

among people.

Members of the CC Latinoamericano de 

Músicos, on February 2, 2019 in the Federal 

District of Mexico carried out activities of 

movement, music and emotional exploration for 

spiritual work and emotional balance. Directed 

to the general public, this beautiful activity was 

carried out with children and young people. 

The CC has a community ecumenical maneuver 

for the beginning of March with the same 

harmonious, solidary and human intention.

On February 3 members of the Mukua CC 

in Panama participated in the meeting “Peace 

Between Brothers”. The Evangelical Church of 

God invited Mukua CC to make known their 

Kuna cosmovision.

Fany González was in charge of sharing 

her experience on interfaith and intercultural 

dialogue from her worldview. The most 

important thing of this experience was the 

establishment of an interfaith dialogue for 

peace and the cultivation of friendship between 

brothers of the different religions in the city of 

Panama.

The URI CC Curitiba helped and participated 

in an interfaith event at the City Hall of Curitiba 

on January 21, on the occasion of the National 

Day of Combat of Religious Intolerance and 

also celebrating the World Interfaith Harmony 

Week. More than 60 representatives and leaders 

of religions and spiritualist organizations were 

present.

Message by Luiz Omar, coordinator of URI 

CC Curitiba: Being and Living, we live under 

a deep and magnanimous auspice. The Power 

and Energy of the Cosmic Mother, gives birth 

to a new humanity, where what we understand 

and assimilate as concepts, forms and postures, 

created a new Being and Life. New approaches 

and recognition of common values have created 

new alliances that have

united the best found in us and have given 

greater expression to our lives as planetary 

citizens, sharing all the promising achievements 

in each area of Being and Living. We are no 

longer the same and the apparent distraction 

of our young people can only be a waiting time, 

to assimilate and express clearer, faithful and 

dignified commitments, at first with specific 

groups, soon with humanity. All with greater 

harmony with the Soul and the Divine Spirit 

that inspires it to express more accurately the 

Being and Living. Let us be attentive to the 

insinuations, requests and internal commands, 

for this is our moment to reveal and awaken 

the Being that will propitiate and enable a 

new and splendorous Living. All in unison with 

Planetary One Life, Happiness and Peace.

The URI Fé Menina Cooperation Circle 

together with the URI São Paulo Cooperation 

Circle invited several religions, spiritual groups 

and native peoples for a Circle of Meditations 

and Prayers to celebrate the World Harmony 

Interfaith Week on February 5, from 7:00 p.m. 

to 9:00 p.m. Seventeen participants from 

different religious traditions were welcomed 

at the headquarters of the Bhrama Kumaris 

Organization in São Paulo.

The work started with a Raja Yoga 

Meditation and thereafter the participants 

presented themselves and shared the sacred 

for the interfaith harmony of the planet. Each 

participant offered his sacred contribution that, 

adding in unity, generated a beautiful energy 

of harmony, balance and all the constructive 

values that inspire humanity to evolve 

permanently.

The central theme was “The Planet is Sacred 

and wants Peace”, inspired by the phrase: 

“There will only be peace in the world if there 

is peace between religions”.

Members of the Femas CC, met in San 

Salvador, El Salvador, on February 7 to hold an 

interfaith prayer for migrants, asking for peace 

in the world and specifically in Latin America so 

that the homicides stop and that the brothers 

do not have to migrate from their countries, 

and they are respected in their human rights 

in each country.

The members of the Constructores de 

Puentes CC in Argentina visited the prison in 

El Chaco to create bridges of friendship and 

social reintegration through interfaith and 

intercultural dialogue. This activity was held 

on February 4, 2018 in the framework of the 

World Interfaith Harmony Week.

In Caracas, Venezuela, on Saturday, 

February 10, from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm an 

interfaith meditation was organized by the 

Sangha of Tibetan Buddhism of lineage Drikung 

Kaiyo Venezuela and Zen Soto to ask for the 

Freedom of the Venezuelan people, the cease 

the dictatorship and respect for human rights.

Members of the Meipi CC, Bolivia, met on 

February 10, at the Nest of Peace Healing 

Center, located in the desert on the shore of Lake 

Titicaca to perform spiritual healing therapies 

in the chapels of purification, conversion, 

confirmation and celebration in the framework 

of ecumenical and interreligious dialogue in 

the World Interfaith Harmony Week.

Interreligious Conversation
CC Quinaroes, Lagunillas-state Mérida

Reflexive Conversation CC de los Pueblos 
Indígenas de Argentina (CC of the Indigenous 
Peoples of Argentina), CC Comunidad Cósmi-

ca (Cosmic Community CC) y Qewña CC.

Meeting of Communities
CC Latinoamericano de Músicos (CC of Latin 

American Musicians) 
 

Ecumenical and Interreligious Dialogue
Meipi CC

 

Interreligious Meeting
Mukua CC

 

Visit to a Prison
Constructores de Puentes (Bridge Builders) 

CC

Interfaith Meditation
CC para el Diálogo (CC for the Dialogue)

Fé Menina CC and São Paulo CC
Circle of Meditations and Prayers

Campinas CC Ecumenical and Interfaith Act 
“Solidarity to the victims of Brumadinho and 

defense of the environment”

Goiás CC
IV URI Goiás Walk Against Religious 

Intolerance: walking together we 
understand each other

On February 7, the URI Global Council 

Trustee Salette Aquino joined the table in a 

Public Audience in

the Legislative Chamber of the Federal 

District of Brazil, along with the secretaries of 

Human Rights

and Racial Equality of the Federal District, 

Deputy Fábio Félix, president of the Human 

Rights Commission of the Legislative Chamber, 

the religious affairs adviser of the Federal 

The URI Cooperation Circle Campinas, with 

great partnerships and supporters, held an 

Ecumenical and Interfaith Act themed “Solidarity 

to the victims of Brumadinho and defense of 

the environment: Campinas for a Better Life” 

to celebrate the World Interfaith Harmony 

Week on February 9, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., 

at Largo do Rosário, the main public square 

of Campinas. Representatives of 11 different 

traditions and religions participated. There were 

moments of harmony and communion among 

all the participants who deepened on the path 

of mutual respect. In total approximately 300 

people were present.

The event started with a welcome message by 

Mostafa Bartar - URI Campinas CC Coordinator 

followed by the opening speech of Prof. 

Eduardo Coelho. Thereafter each represented 

religious tradition expressed its words of 

solidarity: Catholics by Father Benedito Ferraro; 

Bahá&#39;í Faith by Mrs.

Natalia Londolo Ocampo; Esperanto Culture 

and Eco toy library by Prof. Tereza Miriam Meyer 

Pires; Indigenous Cultures by Mr. Gustavo 

Rielli; International College of Therapists by 

Catharina de França; Soka Gakai International 

Buddhists by Dr. Ademir da Silva; Evangelicals 

by Pastor Edmar Machado; Muslims by Sheikh 

Walid Abdelgawad and Nader Habib.

After the speeches, there were artistic 

presentations in line with the theme of Solidarity. 

The event was closed with a collective embrace 

and a prayer of blessing for all.

The Areião Park in Goiânia was again the scene 

of a beautiful interfaith confraternization: the IV 

URI Goiás Walk Against Religious Intolerance: 

walking together we understand each other. It 

was a beautiful and harmonious walk where 

the goal was to bring together people from the 

most diverse faiths, spiritual, religious and non-

religious traditions for friendly conversation 

and sharing of spiritual practices.

In addition to the guests, several people 

who passed by the park joined the act. After 

walking around the park, everyone went to 

a bamboo grove in the middle of the park 

where an Interreligious Circle was held, where 

participants introduced themselves and shared 

a little of their faith. The members of each 

present tradition made a participation, whether 

in the form of spoken message, music, prayer, 

song or dance. The following traditions were 

represented: Umbanda, Candomblé, Bhrama 

Kumaris, Catholic Church, Evangelicals, 

Kardecism, Union of Vegetable, Santo Daime 

and atheists. It was a great opportunity to 

make rapprochement, exchange contacts, and 

get to know each other’s religion.

The URI Cooperation Circle MIR - Interreligious 

Movement of Rio de Janeiro celebrated the 

World Interfaith Harmony Week and the 

National Day to Combat Religious Intolerance 

(January 21 in Brazil) in conjunction with 

other organizations in the Association Scholem 

Aleichem - ASA.

The objective was to alert people and society 

as a whole to the problem of intolerance 

generated by disrespect for the various beliefs 

in the world. In this sense, this celebration is 

considered a milestone in the fight for respect 

for religious diversity, since in addition to 

warning about discrimination in the religious 

sphere, it proposes equality to profess different 

religions and beliefs.

MIR CC also supported the MUDA - Umbanda 

of Tomorrow Movement event: different 

religions, different people, united by love; and 

the event Koinonia Ecumenical Presence - Every 

day should be January 21: Koinonia supports 

the affirmative week of religious freedom.

Curitiba CC
Interfaith Municipal Ceremony

Interfaith Prayer for Migrants
Femas CC

District government and the representative of 

the District Committee on Religious Diversity, 

to celebrate the UN World Interfaith Harmony 

Week. The activity was co-organized by the 

URI Cooperation Circle Brasilia, and on the 

occasion the CC officially delivered a request 

to the Human Rights Commission to create the 

Parliamentary Front of Religious Diversity, a 

requirement that was accepted.

Union of Spiritualist, Philosophical, Scientific 
and Religious Societies – UNISOES CC

Circle of Meditations and Prayers for World 
Interfaith Harmony Week

The URI - United Religions Initiative - 

Cooperation Circle UNISOES - Union of 

Spiritualist, Philosophical, Scientific and Religious 

Societies and the House of United Religions join 

the initiatives of all URI Cooperation Circles to 

celebrate the World Interfaith Harmony Week, 

event of the calendar of the United Nations for 

the period from 1 to 7 of February 2019.

In order to express our indignation at the 

conduct of religious intolerance that has 

motivated attacks on African-Brazilian temples 

and their practitioners in Bahia and in different 

places in Brazil, the leaders and representatives 

of different traditions that make up the 

UNISOES CC and the HUR have chosen to 

celebrate World Interfaith Harmony Week in a 

Umbandist Center, exactly on February 2, the 

day when African-born religions dedicate to 

Iemanjá, divinity revered as “goddess of salt 

water”. During the interreligious act, UNISOES 

CC supported the campaign “The Planet Is 

Sacred and Wants Peace”, of the House of 

United Religions, which promotes respect for 

the various forms of reverence for the divine.

In the event people committed themselves to 

continue working for more awareness of unity 

in diversity.  Members of UNISOES CC and the 

House of United Religions joined the people 

of the temple for the dance for Oxóssi, an 

entity worshiped in religions of African matrix. 

UNISOES CC celebrated the World Week of 

Interfaith Harmony starting from the concept 

of religious diversity as “the different paths for 

spiritual progress and for peace”.

Interreligious Movement of Rio de Janeiro – 
MIR CC Opening event of the Week to Combat 

Religious Intolerance


